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He on his side, fearing the power I had over the Eegent, the
liberty I enjoyed with him, and the freedom with which I spoke
to him, did as much as he could to injure me, and to weaken,
the confidence of M. le Due d'Orl^ans in me. Dubois and I con-
tinued, nevertheless, to be on good terms with each other in
-appearance, but it was in appearance only.
This consecration was to be magnificent, and M. le Due
d'OrMans was to be present at it. If the nomination and the
ordination of the Abb6 Dubois had caused much stir, scandal,
and horror, the superb preparations for the consecration caused
even more. Great was the indignation against M. le Due d'Or-
16ans. I went, therefore, to him the evening before this strange
ceremony was to take place, to beg him not to attend it. I re-
presented to him that the nomination and ordination of the
Abbe Dubois had created the most frightful effect upon, the
public, and that the consecration of a man of such low extrac-
tion, and whose manners and mode of life were so notorious,
would create more. I added, that if he attended this ceremony,
people would say it was simply for the purpose of mocking
God, and insulting his church; that the effect of this would
be terrible, and always much to be feared; and that people
would say the Abb£ Dubois abused the mastery he had over
him, and that this new evidence of dependence would draw
down upon him hatred, disdain, and shame, the results of which
were to be dreaded. I concluded by saying, that I spoke to
him as his disinterested servitor; that his absence or his
presence at this consecration would change in nothing the
fortune of the Abb6 Dubois, who would be Archbishop of
Cambrai all the same without prostituting his master in the
eyes of all France, and of all Europe, by compelling him to be
guilty of a measure to which it would be seen he had been,
urged by force. I conjured him not to go; and to show him
on what terms I was with the Abb6 Dubois, I explained to
him I was the sole man of rank he had not invited to his con-
secration ; but that, notwithstanding this circumstance, if he
would give me his word that he would not go, I on my side

